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Tropical Medicine has a long and rich tradition at Tulane. The Tulane Medical Center 
was established as the Medical College of Louisiana in 1834 because tropical diseases such as 
cholera, yellow fever and malaria were then rampant in New Orleans. Administratively, 
tropical medicine at Tulane began as a division of the Medical School and is now a Depart- 
ment in the School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine. During this time, the Depart- 
ment has been a national and international leader in the study of parasitic and tropical 
diseases. Tropical medicine in the U. S. is at a critical juncture. Despite the overwhelming 
magnitude of need, only a handful of U. S. institutions have programs. Tulane has the only 
Department of Tropical Medicine in the United States. 

In addition to Tropical Medicine, the School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine 
has five departments in public health (including the Department of International Health and 
Development), three centers and an institute. The Department of Tropical Medicine’s mis- 
sion involves teaching, service, and applied and basic research programs. Two traditions pro- 
vide a sense of identity for tropical medicine. One is an emphasis on information flow from 
laboratory to field and field to laboratory. Tulane provides opportunities across the spectrum: 
of tropical disease for laboratory and field research including critically important projects 
that demonstrate how laboratory and field research complement one another. A second area 
is training of foreign nationals. Tulane has a long tradition of training health professionals 
from the developing world particularly from Latin America and subSaharan Africa (especially 
Francophone West Africa). There is also a close working relationship with the Peace Corps 
to train volunteers. 

The Department awards a Master of Public Health and Tropical Medicine, (MPH & 
TM) and M. S. P. H., M. S., Ph. D. and Sc. D. degrees in Parasitology. The Department is 
currently focusing its tropical medicine training programs. Priorities include the development 
of a course and additional training in the epidemiology of tropical diseases. New oppor- 
tunities exist for practical training in public health for students in tropical medicine. Tulane 
is initiating a diploma course in tropical medicine in both English and Spanish. This will be 
useful to train physicians for a new certification examination in tropical medicine to be of- 
fered in alternate years by the American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. Basic 
science graduate courses in parasitology fuse classical parasitology with molecular and cell 
biology. This emphasis is a distinctive unifying feature of the Tulane graduate program in 
parasitology. 
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In continuing education, the goal is to increase courses and attendance through up- 
dates in tropical health and updates in laboratory diagnosis of medically important parasites. 

Priorities for field and epidemiologic research include malaria, HIV/AIDS, child sur- 
vival, and maternal and infant mortality including the integration of parasitic disease control 
(particularly malaria and schistosomiasis) into primary health care. It is felt that the full im- 
pact of health related factors can be examined only through community studies with a 
demographic database. The Department is now establishing a strong basic research program 
to complement its traditional strengths in classical parasitology and field studies. A major 
basic science research program has been established in malaria. Another major research 
priority of the Department is HIV/AIDS particularly emphasizing the unique aspects of 
HIV/AIDS in tropical situations. 

The Department is strengthened by excellent relationships with the Tulane University 
Primate Center and other Departments of the University including Cell and Molecular 
Biology, Immunology, Microbiology, the Adult and Pediatric Infectious Diseases Sections, 
the Department of International Health and Development and the Department of Biostatistics 
and Epidemiology. 

Tropical Medicine is alive and well at Tulane. 


